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Our committee is  excited to announce one of the first grants received for the 

Viking Center. The evaluation process for the 

Iowa Healthy Communities grant has been 

completed. Stanton Friends proposal has 

been approved for funding in the amount of 

$100,000 for the two year project period.  

The committee is working very hard and 

continually researching grants agencies and 

charitable foundations. 

This grant will strengthen the opportunities 

to receive future grants applied for.  Many 

grants will look at the degree of community 

support as one of the their main deciding 

factors in determining of the project is 

worthy funds.  We can not emphasized how 

important your pledge, big or small, can be 

the success for more significant amount of 

dollars in grants to be awarded to us.    

 

WHATõS  HAPPENING 

Project Coordinator :  Mindy Wookey 

Co-Chairman:  Mickey Anderson and Chuck Truka 

Treasurer:  Amy Tibben 

Secretary:  Stephanie Burke 

Steering Committee:  Barb Allen, Amy Elwood, Jerry Gilliland, Katie Hart, 

Bret Hultman, Mark Lindgren, Nancy Lindgren, Jeff Magneson, Ashley 

McDonald, Dennis McClain, Jake Nimrod, Carrie Nimrod, and Stephen 

Peterson  
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Viking Center  News 
The Stanton Friends Steering Committee has been very busy this summer.  Among 
several meetings, grant writing, architect plans, and so on, we have had the opportunity 

to experience some exciting events and fundraisers that happened in Stanton.  Stanton 
Friends met over 20,000 visitors during Ragbrai.  We also are thankful for a wonderful 

fundraiser that the Stanton Care Center did for us that involved the entire community.  
Coupled with these, we are continuing to participate in Stantonõs Homecoming, Trick 

or Treat on the Trail, and other community events. 

We think we have made great strides toward the planning, fund raising, and design of 
this multipurpose facility. During the many months of planning and decision making, we 

are pleased to present the new proposed model with modifications to the site plan.  

We have reduced the size of the center from 36,300 square feet to 24,418 square feet; 
thereby reducing the construction costs from $4.8 million to $2.8 million.  This change 

will result in the elimination of the daycare center from the building.  It will continue to 
house the Good Shepherd Preschool, library, wellness center, gymnasium and storm 

shelterñwhich residents feel are the most pressing needs.  This change was made in 
an effort to make the project more affordable and viable for Montgomery County 

residents.   

The location of the Viking Center has been a continued challenge for the building this 
size to accommodate the desires of the community.  The original proposed location of 

the Viking Center was the property west of the Stanton Community School property.  
The new plans will relocate the facility to the property southwest of the school which 

is on Elliott Street.  The new site plan will still have the same benefits.   

Just to name a few, site benefits are: 

Safety of the students not having to cross any major streets and intersections 

arriving and departing. 

Preschool sharing of school lunch program and kitchen facilities.  

The sharing of the wellness center with the Stanton Community School. 

During weekend tournaments, the Stanton Friends and Schools Gyms can be 

shared. 

An extra gym will allow for flexible scheduling of practices, games and play for all 

ages. 

Library resources can be shared with school and residents.  Library usage would 

increase.   

28e agreement with Stanton Friends, School and City of Stanton would be 

implemented.  

 

The effort of working with the residents in Stanton will help us complete our goals and 
make our vision a reality.  We are confident that with all the volunteers and dedication 

combined with the good will of our community, we will effectively communicate our 
vision and revised project plans for support to those who can see the campaign to a 

successful conclusion. 

WHATõS  NEW AND WHATõS  CHANGED 
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For the past year, we have all had a tremendous 

opportunity to make a major, positive impact with, 

and for, the community of Stanton and its future.  

We are so fortunate to live in a community that 

believes strongly in education, excellent child care, 

and health and wellness.   

Working hand-in-hand with this vibrant 

community, we have come together to support 

the development of the Viking Center.  Itõs not 

just a building. This facility will position our 

community to grow.  The Viking Center will 

support early childhood education.  The Viking 

Center will promote healthy lifestyles  for youth 

and adults.  The Viking Center will collaborate 

with the Stanton Community School in which students of all ages will utilize the 

state of the art community library.  The Viking Center will truly make a 

difference in the lives of our children, our community and our future. 

Many goals have been accomplished by the Steering Committee.  Just to name a 

few, Stanton Friends filed for a 501(c) 3 tax id. We extend a sincere thank you 

to Sherry Carrick of Goracke Professionals Group LLC for assistance with this 

and other  financial services for Stanton Friends.   

We have hired Rick Emswiler as the architect for the Center.  Emswiler 

Architecture was established in 1997.  Rick Emswiler, personally has over 20 

years of architectural experience in Omaha and Western Iowa area.  Emswiler 

Architecture is a full service firm with experience in the design and construction 

of a variety of project types including county jails, community buildings, libraries, 

churches, office buildings and recreational projects. 

Itõs an exciting time in Stanton, Iowa, and you can help join in on the 

enthusiasm.   We intend to make this vision a reality and look forward to your 

participation in this effort to make it one step closer.   

Please join the many volunteers and contributors that have already made a 

substantial commitment to this capital campaign by expressing your support 

today.  Please find enclosed a pledge card for your convenience. Letõs insure 

that all of our community, people and Stanton alumni in which Stanton has 

effected their lives share in the attributes in being a part of this special place 

called the Viking Center, through the achievement and inclusiveness, the 

promotion of education, childcare, health and wellness, and building for our 

youth, community and future.   

Thank you for your generous support and making our vision become a reality. 

Stanton Friends Steering Committee wishes you safe and happy holidays.  

Building For Our Youth, Community and Future  
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SAVE THE DATE!  

Stanton  

Homecoming 

2010 July 22-25 
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Concept Design  


